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Welcome
Thanks for taking the time to view this presentation
Embrace Northern Colorado would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has an interest in the future of this great place.
Our hope is that you will give some thought to the many ideas, facts and concepts presented here.
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Northern Colorado is nestled against the foothills of the Rocky Mountains.  It is a region of approximately 500,000 people anchored by the cities of Fort Collins, Greeley and Loveland some 60 miles north of Denver.
It is a region rich in cultural heritage with a highly educated workforce, mild climate and ready access to many recreational, educational and business opportunities.
It is also a region that is growing quickly.
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Demographers project that the region will grow to well over a million people in the next four decades.  That’s just slightly more than one generation.  That represents more than twice as many people than currently live here.
By 2050, Northern Colorado is projected to add more than double the current population of the three major cities
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In 2011, the nation and Northern Colorado will experience a spike in the number of people turning 65 years old.  The number of seniors in the population is expected to increase relative to other age groups for the next thirty years.



Baby Boomer State

In 2000
Nearly half (45%) of Colorado’s workforce are Baby
Boomers (1946 -1964)
In 2015
Every 15 minutes a child will be born and
Every 15 minutes 2 Coloradoans will turn 65

In 2030
Colorado’s population 65+ will be 3x that in 2000
Projected to be 1.2 million people
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Approaching Labor Shortages
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The exodus from the workforce has its consequences.
Some experts project a net workforce deficit for the next thirty to forty years.  
Northern Colorado may need to ask its workers to work longer into their retirement years or recruit young people from other parts of the country to maintain overall productivity and a strong economy.
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Economy

Northern Colorado is competing in the global
economy

In 2007, Weld county accounted for $1.54 billion in
value of agricultural products sold - 25% of gross
receipts in Colorado - 8% in the US

Colorado State University, technology and
manufacturing are the dominant economic sectors in
Larimer county

There are nearly 12,000 oil and gas wells in Weld
county
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Currently, Northern Colorado enjoys an economy that is stronger than the nation’s.  Agricultural, technological, energy, and manufacturing establish a strong base even when growth is not robust.  The University of Northern Colorado and Colorado State University provide stability to the labor market and bring in additional external resources to the region.
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But the recession has hit here as well.  We are vulnerable economically.  Diversifying the economy, attracting national and international investment, and growing local talent and entrepreneurship will be important strategies to consider in the years ahead.


An Economic Vision
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Perhaps an economic vision for the future of the region is something to consider?
The Research Triangle in North Carolina is celebrating its 50th birthday.  When that dream began, Chapel Hill, Raleigh, and Durham were smaller than Fort Collins, Greeley, and Loveland.  
Today, businesses in the Research Triangle Park employ nearly 50,000 people at an average wage of about $90,000 a year.
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