
embrace northern colorado 2009

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome
Thanks for taking the time to view this presentation
Embrace Northern Colorado would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has an interest in the future of this great place.
Our hope is that you will give some thought to the many ideas, facts and concepts presented here.




Our Changing Households

Growth in Households without Kids

Household Type Share
With Children 12%
Without Children 88%

-------------------------------------------------------
Single-Person 34%

Source: Adapted and extrapolated by Chris Nelson from Martha Farnsworth Riche, How Changes in the 
Nation's Age and Household Structure Will Reshape Housing Demand in the 21st Century, HUD 
(2003).
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The world around us is changing; too fast for some and not nearly fast enough for others.
Household size is an area where profound change is projected.
Demographers estimate that 88% of the growth in new households over the next century will be in households without children.  In fact, they estimate a full third will be single person household.
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Don’t believe it?
It’s already happening in Colorado.
This chart compares household size between 1970 and 2006.  As you can see there are significant gains in the number of one and two person households and a sizeable reduction in the number of large families.
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Gasoline and other energy prices have been volatile over the past few decades.  Many projections suggest that they will continue to be so.




Water Facts
326,000 gallons = 1 acre foot
Coloradoans use about 208 gallons/capita/day for “domestic” uses
Colorado is the fifth highest state in water consumption nationally

Agriculture
Accounts for > 90% of water consumed through human activities
Between 1957 and 1998, agriculture ownership of water shares 
dropped from 85% to 47% as municipalities and developers bought 
water rights from ranchers and farmers to accommodate population 
growth

Source: Natural Resources Law Center, University of Colorado
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Water is critically important in the Rocky Mountain West and especially in Northern Colorado.
It is vital for humans, animals, crops, and manufacturing.
About 90% of the water consumed through human activity is currently used for agriculture.  But agricultural ownership of water shares dropped from 85% in 1957 to 47% by 1998.  That trend is likely to continue as our population increases and our urban areas continue to grow. 




How will population growth affect the equation in 
Northern Colorado?

“Domestic” use for the current population is 
approximately 76,000 acre feet per year

At current consumption rates, by mid‐century, Northern 
Coloradoans need an additional 126,000 acre feet 
annually
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Based on demographer’s population estimates and current consumption rates, by 2050 Northern Colorado will need an additional 126,000 acre feet of water.  Almost 67 billion gallons annually.




• Current Practices and Availability
– Municipalities and developers continue to dry up agricultural 

property by securing long‐term agreements to buy water 
shares anticipating future water needs

– This works as a 401k plan for the ranchers and farmers that 
can get more money for their water rights than they can for 
the land. 

– “Something’s Gotta Give” 

– Our rivers don’t contain the nearly 66 billion gallons of 
additional water that will be needed to service the population 
growth in the urbanizing areas of Northern Colorado by mid 
century.
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Ranchers and farmers in the West are challenged by the same problem as their counterparts in the Midwest: offspring uninterested in farming and ranching.
Couple that with the need of our urban development for increasing supplies of water and the farmers’ and ranchers’ need for retirement income, one possible scenario is the loss of agriculture as we know it in the Northern Colorado region.
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So what about climate change?  Can we be sustainable?
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Data shows us that we not doing a great job.  In fact, the trend suggests both our buildings (commercial and residential) and our transportation system are contributing more CO2 each year while industry, for now, is leveling off.



Commuting in Northern Colorado
Larimer

42,400 Larimer workers commuted to jobs outside the county 
and 37,000 people from other counties commuted into 
Larimer for employment.

Weld
40,700 Weld workers commuted to jobs outside the county 
and 29,600 people from other counties commuted into Weld 
for employment.

Source: US Census

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In fact, we travel a lot.  Nearly as many people leave Larimer and Weld counties for employment as enter it each day.  All tolled, over 83,000 county residents leave their counties each day for work.



Commuting in Northern Colorado ‐ 2002
Fort Collins

18% of Fort Collins residents commuted to jobs outside the city 
for employment.

Greeley
30% of Greeley residents commuted to jobs outside the city for 
employment. 

Loveland
42% of Loveland residents commuted to jobs outside the city for 
employment.

Inter‐regional Travel
6% to Denver
6% to Boulder County

Source: NFRMPO Travel Study
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Said another way, 18% of Fort Collins, 30% of Greeley and 42% of Loveland residents left their respective cities each day according to a travel survey taken in 2002.



2035

Trips, Travel Times, 
Travel Patterns and 

Congestion

Building Our 
Way Out of  
Congestion

10 Lanes 
needed on I-25

12 Lanes needed 
on US 34
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Studies show that by 2035, many additional lanes of roadway will be required if travel patterns persist and population estimates are realized.
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